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The Study of Local Wisdom of North-East Literature :
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to transcribe a Northeastern (Isan) literary work,
Suwannajakkumarn, from the Dhamma alphabet to the Thai official alphabet, to study wisdom regarding
language use and to study wisdom regarding teachings found in this literature, which consisted of 8
bindings (pook) and 147 palm leaves (lan). Data were analyzed through descriptive analysis. Findings of
study revealed that this Isan literature, Suwannajakkumarn, originated from the plot outline of Phra
Suttantapitapitaka, a story of Buddha’s reincarnation as Suwannajakkumarn , teaching ethics and moral
conduct. The palm-leaf manuscript of this story was later copied and used for teaching moral ways of living
for ethical conduct. The transcription of this literature mainly focused on words, especially emphasizing
words understood by modern people. Words not found in the official Thai language were phonically
transcribed. The transcription aimed to offer guidelines for transcribing the Isan Dhamma alphabet, and to
enable those, who are interested in the story but lack Dhamma alphabet reading ability, to learn from the
transcribed version.

Regarding the wisdom found in language used, this Isan literature, Suwannajakkumarn, was
written in sermon- styled prose, consisting of examples Bali language transcribed into Isan dialect section
by section, the language use complete with rhymes, couplets, repeated words, and witty expressions;
enabling readers to appreciate literature, have faith in its content, and understand essential elements
useful to the readers. This shows the author’s wisdom regarding language use in literary writing. They
could easily be understood and benefited which showed the author’s wisdom and ability in composing
this precious literature.

For wisdom regarding teachings found in this literature, the study revealed that teachings found
in this literary work reflect thinkings from “Klong 14", set as 5 norms of the Isan ways of personal conduct:
family, career, belief & religion, value, and government. These teachings offer readers guidelines of
practice, both world knowledge and Dhamma, to be appropriately applied in daily life, leading to mutual
happiness and peace in the family, community, and the Isan society.

Keywords: transcription, wisdom in Language Use, wisdom regarding teachings
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